
Name: Emily Gorgol 

Occupation: Special Projects Manager at The Family Center/La Familia 

Notable affiliations/volunteerism: 

City of Fort Collins Women’s Commission 

Larimer County Human Services Volunteer Teacher 

Relevant biographical information: 

Born and Raised in Fort Collins 

B.S. Natural Resources (Colorado State University) 

Masters of Public Health (Portland State University) 

Why are you running: 

I’m running for City Council to broaden the diversity of voices influencing decisions in Fort Collins.  As a 
young woman, working full time, it’s important to me that the seven seats on council represent a 
healthy mix of ages, family structure, income levels, political beliefs, race and ethnicity and more.  I 
believe we need more of this type of leadership for responsive and thoughtful policymaking in our city 
and country. 

I have spent many years working to better our community, and I feel strongly that I can continue to help 
make Fort Collins more open, accessible, and affordable for all by bringing a voice of inclusive 
representation to City Hall. I’ve honed my leadership skills through many years of extensive work and 
volunteerism in community development and human services. I’m prepared to apply my experience, 
skills and commitment to continue serving our community on City Council.  
 
I was born and raised in Fort Collins and have dedicated my education and career to improving our city. 
With an ability to see problems and navigate solutions, work with constituents to come to a common 
consensus, and help community members come together to identify and solve problems to improve 
their lives and their community, I have the experience, passion and dedication to serve. I serve as a 
member of the City of Fort Collins Women's Commission and am a volunteer nutrition teacher for the 
Larimer County Human Services Department. As your council member, I will bridge the gap between the 
many populations who make up our city to ensure all are fairly represented in our local government.  
 

Please describe your position on and any changes you would pursue toward city policy on the 
following issues: 

The city’s role in promoting affordable and attainable housing: 

The city has devoted a number of resources to address this issue, with the help of federal programs that 
encourage investment in affordable housing. But it is sorely clear that we need to be more aggressive in 
our approach, rather than lowering the bar from “affordable” to “attainable.” “Attainable” for whom? 

  



We already have a number of tools for affordable housing, and we need to think about whether we are 
using them all to the greatest extent, as well as exploring others we haven’t used that have been 
successful in other communities. City code could be better tailored to allow for higher density where 
appropriate, which also will help us to provide smart transit solutions. Innovative ideas for 
redevelopment and infill should also be considered. We should do more to provide developers with 
incentives and requirements to include more affordable housing units. We need to expand mixed 
income housing opportunities and provide an array of options for all income levels. 
  
For many, home ownership is a big step to financial freedom, so for those individuals we could consider 
home-ownership options such as permanently affordable homes and down-payment loan assistance. 
We should also continue and possibly expand the city’s land bank program for affordable housing. At the 
same time, we need to further invest in our parks and open space to ensure that all residents have 
access to natural areas and we maintain a healthy environment and great quality of life.  
 

 

The occupancy limitation ordinance, known as U+2: 

It is important to maintain the quality of neighborhoods, and a recent study indicated that the policy 
does preserve neighborhood quality. At the same time, housing has become less affordable, and the 
effect of this policy on affordability is one of many factors we should consider when examining the big 
picture. We often assume that this policy adversely affects only college students, but we know that 
there are more and more hardworking families, couples, and individuals who are resorting to shared 
housing to make ends meet. 
  
Is a one-size-fits-all policy fair to homeowners, landlords, and renters alike? I’m not entirely convinced. 
Could there be a solution better tailored to strike the right balance? Fort Collins has always found 
innovative approaches to difficult problems, so I believe the answer to that question is yes, and it could 
be a combination of policies that work in conjunction with each other and address neighborhood 
quality, affordability, transportation, and environmental health. 
  
There are good intentions behind the U+2 ordinance that need to be recognized, and just revoking the 
policy with nothing better in place to maintain neighborhood quality is not the answer. I am committed 
to studying this issue further and supporting a comprehensive effort to reexamine our approach and 
chart a better path forward. 
 
 
Homelessness and disruptive behaviors (rightly or wrongly) associated with the homeless: 

While most reports of disruptive behaviors that people associate with homelessness occur in Old Town, 
including within District 6, homelessness is an issue that affects everyone, most importantly the 
homeless population. Ending homelessness leads to a more stable community and a better quality of life 
for all, but it is not an easy task. Fort Collins has taken measures to address homelessness, for instance 
with permanent supportive housing at Redtail Ponds, and we need to continue to invest in innovative 
solutions.  
  



In regard to disruptive behaviors affecting businesses and individuals in areas like Old Town, there are 
no easy answers. We know that increased visibility and proactive community engagement by law 
enforcement have helped. On the other hand, some of the more punitive and aggressive preventive 
approaches implemented or proposed do not seem reflect the compassion that we share in our 
community and in some cases have been found unconstitutional. I am hopeful that we can come to an 
agreement on a balanced approach that protects individual rights, discourages disruptive behavior, 
protects small businesses, and preserves our quality of life. 
 

Traffic congestion and emissions: 

Traffic congestion is getting worse in Fort Collins, and our growth suggests that it will continue to do so 
(with the attendant vehicle emissions) unless we find ways to improve our transportation infrastructure, 
investing in transit alternatives, and exploring emerging technologies like electric vehicles, ride sharing, 
and even things like artificial intelligence for traffic-signal timing. 
  
We need to build on the success of MAX and expand transit options, as well as encourage less driving. 
Comprehensive planning and zoning for residential and commercial development and redevelopment 
can ensure we make the right choices to increase smart and active mobility. 
 

The city’s adopted Climate Action Plan/2030 carbon-free goals: 

In 2015, City Council unanimously adopted the Climate Action Plan. I fully support the Climate Action 
Plan and believe we can achieve 100% carbon-free power generation within a decade. The city should 
continue to encourage the partner communities in the Platte River Power Authority to support this goal, 
and should ensure that PRPA continues to make smart investments in clean energy at a pace that will 
allow us to reach this goal. 

Density and growth: 

While we can’t do much to slow down Fort Collins’ rapid growth, we can ensure smart growth. Any new 
developments need to pay their own way and account for the impacts they will have on the community. 
They need to ensure they have adequate water, can pay for the support infrastructure, and plan for 
transportation impacts. I am a strong supporter of transit and active mobility. 
  
As I said above in regard to affordable housing, city code could be better tailored to allow for higher 
density where appropriate, which also will help us to provide smart transit solutions. Innovative ideas 
for redevelopment and infill should also be examined. 
  
Utility rates and time-of-day pricing: 

Time-of-day pricing takes a market-oriented, supply-and-demand approach to energy conservation that 
has had success in other communities. It is entirely in line with the Climate Action Plan that was 
unanimously adopted by City Council in 2015. By lowering overall rates in conjunction with TOD’s 
implementation, Fort Collins Utilities has shown that its primary goal is not to increase its bottom line, 
but to help us be more energy wise and energy efficient, which can even save us money in the long run. 



Further, I appreciate that the City has recognized that this could place an undue hardship on some 
citizens of the City.  I applaud the city for proactively providing vouchers to qualifying residents to avoid 
disproportionately taxing economically burdened residents.   
 

Addressing future water needs: 

Like many issues, water is one that goes beyond city boundaries, and we need to take a regional 
approach to the issue, while also protecting our local water resources.   
  
The easiest, most cost-efficient step we can be taking to address future water needs is to conserve 
water. The City of Fort Collins is already doing a lot to encourage water efficiency in homes and 
businesses, including incentives for water-efficient fixtures/ appliances and xeriscaping. Other 
communities have taken and should take a similar approach. 
  
We can’t dam our way out of our projected water shortage, and other communities unfortunately 
appear to have taken that approach, to the detriment of our own water quality. For instance, NISP 
provides no foreseeable benefit for Fort Collins, and in fact, it will only have harmful effects on water 
quality, wildlife, and recreation in the city. Fort Collins City Council should continue to oppose NISP as it 
currently stands, while demanding that if NISP is eventually built, Northern Water invest in more in 
mitigation to minimize the negative impacts. Similarly, the Thornton Pipeline proposal will not benefit—
and will only harm—the Poudre River in Fort Collins. I support the proposal for Thornton to divert water 
from the Poudre downstream from Fort Collins instead. 
  
But there are smart steps we can take regionally in regard to improving our water storage capacity with 
minimal environmental effects, including reservoir expansion and dredging, and reclaiming and utilizing 
existing gravel pits as well as exploring innovative ideas such as underground aquifers.  
 
 

The city’s pursuit of expanding Halligan Reservoir: 

Halligan Reservoir is one example of a reservoir expansion that could have minimal environmental 
impact compared to building brand-new dams and reservoirs. We need to be proactive about water 
storage. That said, we won’t know the full impact until we see the Environmental Impact Statement. The 
Army Corps needs to stop delaying and complete the environmental review of the project, because the 
price tag will just keep going up year after year. 

 

The ordinance banning women from knowingly exposing their breasts in public and the possible 
appeal of its overturning to the U.S. Supreme Court: 

There have been number of cases in history, even recent history, where laws that were passed with 
good intentions have been found to be unjust and unconstitutional. As our society evolves, we no doubt 
will see more laws that will have become outdated and out of step with our community values. This may 
be one of them, and it’s pretty clear why, when you look at it from a purely equal-rights perspective. 
While I look forward to seeing how this plays out in court, I find it regretful that our City has and 



continues to spend so much time and so many resources defending this ordinance. We have a lot bigger 
issues on our plates to deal with, including affordable housing, healthy communities, and quality of life. 
 

Please describe any other issues you consider key to your candidacy or the city at large and how you 
plan to address them:  

I have a history of listening to communities and bringing their self-identified problems and solutions to 
decision makers.  I am not focused on a single issue but rather, I am focused on supporting the needs of 
all community members, especially those who have not historically had a voice in local government.  My 
focus is on policies and practices that are equitable and reflect the residents of Fort Collins. I plan to 
accomplish this through more sessions for input and opportunities to engage with council. 
 


